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A.ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

-> For calls with March 31, 2026, as deadline

PhD fellowship -> “France SEP 2026 - PhD Fellowship - PROJECT File”

1. PhD students can apply for fellowships only for their last PhD year (3rd or 4th year) and only
if:
The PhD student is enrolled in a French university doctoral degree program.
The absence of funding for the entire PhD work is clearly justified (only for 3™ year
application).

c. A4™Myearis necessary for the completion of the PhD and is authorized by the French
University. In case of a positive answer of France SEP, the grant will be
confirmed only after reception of the authorization from the University.

2. The grant covers one-year salary of a full time PhD student fellowship, with a maximum of
40 KE.

3. The host laboratory can be located in France or abroad.
The detailed project of the PhD student must be described in the application form in the
"Project file"

5. French nationality is not required.

6. France Sclérose en Plaques Foundation welcomes any basic and clinical research
applications focused on Multiple Sclerosis, including for example: immunologic basis of
MS, myelin biology, axonal degeneration, restoration of myelin and axonal integrity,
susceptibility to MS, epidemiology, virology, infectious disease processes that may trigger
disease activity, imaging technology, identification and use of surrogate markers, clinical
research and therapeutics, and so on.

7. Projects including OFSEP data will be sent to the “Centre de coordination national » (CCN)
for feasibility analysis.

8. Itis not possible to combine France Sclérose en Plaques fellowship with any fellowship of

another structure

NOTE: The fellowship granted by France Sclérose en Plaques Foundation will have to start before
February 1%, 2027.

Career transition -> “France SEP 2026 — Career Transition - PROJECT File”

This grant is meant to support young investigators early in their professional career.

2. The young investigator should have obtained her/his PhD degree within the last 5 years at
the date of submission of the application (March 31, 2021). For maternity leave, an
additional period of 12 months will be granted for each child. This information must appear
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10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

in the CV. In the event of a long-term leave for a reason other than pregnancy, requests will
be reviewed by the CMS on a case-by-case basis.

There is no age limit.

The candidate must have completed a postdoctoral internship of at least 2 years in the
same laboratory, different from the laboratory where he/she obtained his/her PhD.

The grant is a two-year award for a maximum of 158 K€.

The grant covers the salary for a full-time researcher (64 K€/year), and for laboratory
expenses (30 K€ for the 2 years).

The second payment will be conditional upon the submission of an activity report approved
by the CMS.

The project must be developed within a French research structure, supported by a
university and / or a Public Research Entity (INSERM, CNRS, CEA, INRAeg, ...).

The candidate must join the host laboratory in France within one year after the date of the
scientific committee (July 7 & 8, 2026).

The host laboratory will provide a letter of support.

The candidate cannot be involved in more than one project.

France Sclérose en Plagues Foundation welcomes any basic and clinical research
applications focused on Multiple Sclerosis, including for example: immunologic basis of
MS, myelin biology, axonal degeneration, restoration of myelin and axonal integrity,
susceptibility to MS, epidemiology, virology, infectious disease processes that may trigger
disease activity, imaging technology, identification and use of surrogate markers, clinical
research and therapeutics, and so on.

Projects including OFSEP data will be sent to the “Centre de coordination national » (CCN)
for feasibility study

Any application from a laureate of an ERC or Impulscience program will not be eligible.
The team leader cannot apply to a research grant.
Only one “career transition” grant can be allocated to the same laboratory, every year.

REMINDER: In respect with the French law, the duration of fixed-term contracts in public

laboratories cannot exceed 6 consecutive years (for postdoctoral fellowship). If you have already

completed 4 years, a letter from the employer Institution is requested.

Research grant -> “France SEP 2026 - Research Grant - PROJECT File”

1.

France Sclérose en Plaques Foundation welcomes any basic and clinical research
applications focused on Multiple Sclerosis, including for example: immunologic basis of
MS, myelin biology, axonal degeneration, restoration of myelin and axonal integrity,
susceptibility to MS, epidemiology, virology, infectious disease processes that may trigger
disease activity, imaging technology, identification and use of surrogate markers, clinical
research and therapeutics, and so on.
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2. Research projects taking place outside of France may be funded by Fondation France
Sclérose En Plaques, providing they are integrated in a multicentre project, including at

least one French team with a major role in the project.

3. A principal investigator (PI) can only submit one project as Pl to the Fondation France
Sclérose en Plagues BUT he/she can appear as a collaborator in another submitted project.
Application to another research call, as a collaborator, should be clearly indicated and the
links between the projects explained.

4. Funding will be granted for one year.

5. A principal investigator (Pl) can submit a project every year (no limitation on the number of
years).

6. A fixed amount will be awarded: 50 000 € maximum per project.

7. Funding is for laboratory expenses, equipment, access to a technology platform... Funding
for a technician or paramedical staff salary may be requested and well justified.

The budget must not be used for indirect costs or overhead costs (defined as costs
associated with Institution's ongoing operating expenses such as facilities and basic
utilities, the purchase and repair of office equipment, administration fees, etc.).

8. Projects including OFSEP data will be sent to the “Centre de coordination national » (CCN)

for feasibility study

Clinical research call -> “France SEP 2026 - Clinical research call - PROJECT File”

1.

This call is meant to support exclusively "prospective studies" with clinical, radiological or
biological evaluation criteria, intended to provide a short- or medium-term benefit for
patients.

The amount of the grant will be 200 K€ maximum for a period of 2 to 3 years.

The project must be developed within a French research structure, supported by a
university and / or a Public Research Entity (INSERM, CNRS, CEA, INRAg, ...)
The applicant must hold a permanent position in France (University hospital, INSERM,

CNRS, University, CEA, INRAe, ...)

The principal investigator cannot apply to other calls or projects as principal investigator.
The project could include private partners, BUT the financial support can only be for
institutional teams.

Projects including OFSEP data will be sent to the “Centre de coordination national » (CCN)
for feasibility study.
Research projects taking place outside of France may be funded by Fondation France

Sclérose En Plaques, providing they are integrated in a multicentre project, including at
least one French team with a major role in the project.
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Emergence - New Network
-> “France SEP 2026 — Emergence Network - PROJECT File”
1. The “EMERGENCE - New Network” call is intended to support, over a period of 3 years the

creation of a national network to develop an innovative research project, initiate a new
technology or validate a specific approach in MS and/or related disorders.

2. The allocated budget will be 150 k € per year for 3 years and will cover operating expenses,
small equipment and / or contract salaries related to the collaborative project, as well as
short-term scientific exchange missions between network partner laboratories.

3. Network projects are open to groups in foreign countries, BUT the network should include
at least two French teams with a major role in the project.

4. The project must be developed within a French research structure, supported by a
university and / or a Public Research Entity (INSERM, CNRS, CEA, INRAe, ...)

5. Any application related to an existing network will not be eligible.

6. Projects including OFSEP data will be sent to the “Centre de coordination national » (CCN)
for feasibility study

RECOMMENDATIONS for the previous calls

(PhD fellowship, Careertransition, Research grant, Clinicalresearch call, and Emergence)

e Applications must be written in English. More than 2/3 of the reviews are sent to experts
outside of France.

e Indicate 2 to 3 names of expected reviewers BUT Any researcher or clinician having
collaborated with a participant to the project within the 5 years preceding this request will
not be eligible

e Do not forget to specify your abbreviations

e For clinical studies: pay attention to your control groups, the number of individuals and
justify your statistics, numbers, ...

e The budget is for laboratory expenses and must not be used for indirect costs or overhead
costs (defined as costs associated with Institution's ongoing operating expenses such as
facilities and basic utilities, the purchase and repair of office equipment, administration
fees, etc. see section 12.1.4 of the internal regulations of France Sclérose En Plaques
Foundation).

e France Sclérose en Plaques foundation cannot manage the funding granted. A partnership
agreement will be signed between the foundation and your managing institution. Beware:
agreements can only be signed between France Sclérose En Plaques Foundation and
public research entities.

e |MPORTANT: The project file and all related documents must be written in English
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SHS grant -> “France SEP 2026 — SHS - Fichier PROJET ”

Pour cet appel a projet le fichier peut étre redige en francais ou en anglais

For this call, the project may be written in French or in English

Informations en frangais

1.

Cet appel a projets est destiné aux équipes labellisées, par une université ou un
établissement public scientifique et technique, en sciences humaines et sociales,
sciences de la santé, économie de la santé, en neurologie, psychologie, sociologie,
épidémiologie, en sciences du numérique/de Uinformation.
Cet appel a projets vise a soutenir des recherches pluridisciplinaires innovantes sur des
méthodes d’approches personnalisées de la sclérose en plaques ou d’une maladie
apparentée a tous les stades de la maladie, sur son impact social et économique, sur le
traitement et Uutilisation des données cliniques associées. Les projets de recherche
pourront porter notamment (mais pas exclusivement) sur ’'un des themes suivants :
a. L’entrée dans la maladie : annonce du diagnostic, suivi, prise en charge
b. L’évolution de la maladie : progression du handicap, concept de maladie
chronique, gestion du vieillissement
c. Leretentissement personnel, familial et social de la maladie
L’impact socio-économique de la maladie
La démocratie sanitaire : identification de populations a risque, différences de
prises en charge selon les populations
f. Exploration de la perte d'autonomie et/ou d'indépendance et ses répercussions sur
les personnes malades et leur environnement.
g. Les patients connectés : suivi de la maladie par objets connectés, impact des
réseaux sociaux, tracabilité et sécurisation des données collectées
h. Etc.

L’étude doit étre collaborative pluridisciplinaire, au niveau national ou international,
coordonnée par une équipe francgaise ;

Le porteur de projet doit étre personnel statutaire d’une université francaise ou d’un EPST ;
Dans le cas ou une méme équipe participerait a 2 projets soumis a cet appel a projets, il
sera demandé de préciser pour chacun d’eux l'identité des membres de U'équipe y
participant et leur niveau d’implication (% du temps recherche); chaque membre de
’équipe ne pourra participer qu’a un seul projet.

La durée du projet est de 2 ans ;

Un maximum de 120 000 € par projet pourra étre demandé a la Fondation France Sclérose
en plaques (incluant salaires et/ou frais de fonctionnement).

Les projets incluant des données OFSEP seront envoyés au Centre de coordination
national (CCN) pour étude de faisabilité.

Les criteres d’évaluation seront basés sur ’excellence scientifique, U'originalité, la
faisabilité, la méthodologie, la complémentarité des équipes impliquées, U'intérét sociétal
et Uadéquation a UAppel a projets.
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RECOMMANDATIONS pour ’appel a projets SHS

Le projet peut étre rédigeé en francais ou en anglais.
N’oubliez pas de préciser les abréviations ;

Indiguez 2 ou 3 examinateurs potentiels susceptibles d’évaluer votre projet. Attention :
aucune personne ayant collaboré avec vous au cours des 5 dernieres années ne pourra
étre cité comme examinateur potentiel.

Pour les études impliquant des personnes, n’hésitez pas a fournir tous les documents
utiles (CPP, consentement, ...).
Les frais de déplacement et de congres doivent étre limités ;

Le budget demandé concerne uniquement les dépenses de laboratoire et les salaires et ne
doit pas étre utilisé pour les co(ts indirects ou les frais généraux (définis comme les colts
associés aux dépenses de fonctionnement courantes de l'établissement, comme les
installations et les services publics de base, l'achat et la réparation de matériel de bureau,
les frais de gestion, etc., voir section 12.1.4 du reglement intérieur de la fondation France
Sclérose En Plaques).

La fondation France Sclérose en plaques ne peut pas étre le gestionnaire de la subvention
obtenue. Une convention sera signée entre votre organisme gestionnaire et la Fondation
France Sclérose en plaques. Attention : seuls les organismes publics peuvent étre
signataires des conventions.

IMPORTANT : le dossier et tous les documents doivent étre rédigés dans la méme langue
(francgais ou anglais).

Information in English

1.

This call for proposals is intended for teams accredited by a university or a public scientific
and technical institution, working in the fields of humanities and social sciences, health
sciences, health economics, neurology, psychology, sociology, epidemiology, or
digital/information sciences.

The objective of this call for proposals is to support innovative multidisciplinary research on
personalized approaches to multiple sclerosis or related diseases, at all stages of the
condition. It also aims to encourage studies on the social and economic impact of the
disease, as well as on the processing and use of associated clinical data. Research
projects may focus (but not exclusively) on one of the following topics:

a. Onset of the disease: diagnosis disclosure, follow-up, and patient care;

b. Disease progression: disability evolution, concept of chronic illness, management
of aging;

c. Personal, family, and social impact of the disease;

d. Socio-economic impact of the disease;

e. Health democracy: identification of at-risk populations, disparities in care across
populations;

f. Exploration of loss of autonomy and/or independence and its repercussions on
patients and their environment;

g. Connected patients: disease monitoring using connected devices, impact of social
media, traceability and data security;
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h. Etc.
3. The study must be a collaborative and multidisciplinary project, conducted at the national
or international level, and coordinated by a French team.
4. The project leader must hold a permanent position within a French university or a public
scientific and technical establishment (EPST).

5. Ifthe same team participates in two projects submitted under this call, it will be required to
specify for each project the identity of the participating team members and their level of
involvement (percentage of research time). Each team member may participate in only one
project.

The duration of the project is two years.
A maximum budget of €120,000 per project may be requested from the Fondation France
Sclérose en plaques (including salaries and/or operating costs).

8. Projects involving OFSEP data will be submitted to the National Coordination Center (CCN)

for feasibility assessment.

9. Evaluation criteria will be based on scientific excellence, originality, feasibility,
methodology, complementarity of the involved teams, societal relevance, and alighment
with the objectives of the call for proposals.

RECOMMENDATIONS for the SHS Call for Proposals

e The project may be written in French or in English.
e Please remember to define all abbreviations used in your proposal.

e Indicate two or three potential reviewers who could evaluate your project. Attention: no
person who has collaborated with you during the past five years may be proposed as a

potential reviewer.

e For studies involving human participants, please include all relevant supporting documents
(e.g., ethics committee approval, informed consent forms, etc.).

e Travel and conference expenses must be kept to a minimum.

e The requested budget should cover laboratory expenses and salaries only and must not be
used for indirect costs or overheads (defined as costs associated with the institution’s
general operations, such as facilities and basic utilities, office equipment purchase and
maintenance, administrative expenses, etc. — see section 12.1.4 of the Fondation France
Sclérose en Plagques internal regulations).

e The Fondation France Sclérose en Plaques cannot act as the grant’s managing
organization. A formal agreement will be established between your managing institution
and the Fondation France Sclérose en Plagues. Attention, only public institutions are
authorized to sign such agreements.

e |IMPORTANT: The application and all accompanying documents must be written in the
same language (either French or English).
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Note: important dates

31 of March 2026: deadline for online submissions

7" and 8" of July 2026: selection of the projects

>

>

» August 2026: publication of the final list of laureates

> August to 31° of December 2026: sighature of the agreements
>

From November 2026: Start of the contracts

-> Grants with no deadline throughout the year

Open from January 15*to December 31

Working Visit -> “France SEP 2026 — Working visit - PROJECT File”

1.

The purpose of the awards is to facilitate exchanges between clinical centres and/or
laboratories involved in Multiple Sclerosis. Travel may be within, to, or from France.

The amount of the "working visit" is 6 KE maximum.

The training period can be up to 6 months.

Itis primarily focused on clinicians, researchers or technicians wishing to undertake a period
of training in a scientific or clinical area related to Multiple Sclerosis, in a different location
from their current institution.

The application and all related documents must be written in English.

The scientific committee of France Sclérose en plaques will inform the applicant of the
outcome of their application within 2 months of submission (no retroactive request may be
granted).

Conference mobility -> “France SEP 2026 - Conference Mobility - PROJECT File”

1.

The objective of this grant is to provide young researchers and/or residents/clinical heads
with the opportunity to participate to international conferences on MS and related
diseases.

The conference's relevance will be assessed by the Medical-Scientific Committee based on
the short-, medium-, and long-term benefits for patients.

To receive this grant, the applicant must present a poster or an oral presentation at the
annual MS Meeting organized by France Sclérose en plaques.
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Travel grants
-> documents to be submitted directly to the corresponding sections of the website
1. France Sclérose en plaques Foundation offers meeting "travel grants" to help young
researchers to defray the costs of their travel expenses to reach the meetings organized by
France Sclérose en plaques in Paris (MRl Workshop and MS Meeting) and their
accommodation for one night.
2. Candidates must follow a PhD scientific program or a post-doctoral course or a Md medical
program.
3. They must be under 40 years old.
Applicants must submit a poster as first author and presented it on the day of the meeting,
if selected by the scientific committee of the meeting.
Selected researchers will be refunded on presentation of travel tickets and invoices.
The reimbursement may not exceed 600 €.
Travel to Paris should be done in the economic class.
The hotel category should not exceed 3.
The number of travel grants will be dependent on the resources available to the Foundation.

S © *® N oo

0. Candidates must join their CV and their abstract when they register for the meeting on
the website.

11. The abstract can be selected for a short oral communication. if you do not want, please,

mention when register.

Organiser une conférence -> documents a envoyer a scientific@francesep.org

Dans le cadre de sa mission d’information sur les avancées de la recherche sur la Sclérose en
Plaques (SEP) et les maladies apparentées, la Fondation France Sclérose en plaques accorde une
grande importance a la diffusion des connaissances au sein de la communauté scientifique.

Afin de développer ses actions d’information a destination des chercheurs et cliniciens, la
Fondation France Sclérose en plaques peut soutenir financierement des manifestations
scientifigues. Le theme de ces manifestations doit étre en lien avec la recherche sur la SEP ou une
maladie apparentée (recherche fondamentale ou clinique, recherche en sciences humaines et
sociales, ...) quels que soient les domaines scientifiques : immunologie, neurobiologie, virologie,
génétique, imagerie, épidémiologie, etc.

Eligibilite :

1. L’événement doit se dérouler en France ;

2. Lademande peut étre présentée par un ou plusieurs organisateurs de la manifestation
scientifique.

3. Au moins un des organisateurs soumettant la demande de soutien doit exercer son
activité de recherche dans un laboratoire public francais La subvention sollicitée aupres
de la Fondation France Sclérose en plaques ne peut pas excéder 5 000 €.

4. Letheme de ’événement doit étre en lien avec la recherche sur la SEP ou une maladie
apparentée ;

5. L’événement doit disposer d’un comité d’organisation clairement défini ;

La demande de soutien doit étre déposée au moins 2 mois avant la date de ’événement.
7. Les organisateurs de la manifestation s’engagent a mentionner le soutien de la Fondation

France Sclérose en plaques, notamment sur tous les supports de communication produits

dans le cadre de ’événement. Le parrainage pourra éventuellement inclure :

@

10
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10.

11.

12.

a. L’insertion de documents de la Fondation France Sclérose en plaques dans la
pochette des participants.
b. La mise a disposition d’un stand.
Le ou les demandeur(s) de la subvention s’engage(nt) a transmettre a la Fondation France
Sclérose en plagues, au plus tard deux mois aprés la date de 'événement, les documents
produits a l'occasion de ’événement, ainsi qu'un résumé grand public pour le site internet
de la Fondation.
La sélection des dossiers est fondée sur les criteres suivants :
a. Respect des criteres d’éligibilité énoncés ci-dessus ;
b. Objectifs de ’événement;
c. Pertinence duthéme de ’événement vis-a-vis de la recherche sur la Sclérose en
Plaques ;
d. Qualité scientifique du programme : originalité des themes abordés, qualification
des orateurs ;
e. Envergure nationale et/ou internationale de ’événement ;
f. Visibilité attendue pour la Fondation France Sclérose en plaques.
Le nombre de demandes soutenues sera fonction de ’enveloppe budgétaire décidée par le
Conseil d’Administration de la Fondation France Sclérose en plaques.
L’aide financiere accordée ne pourra étre versée qu'a ’organisme gestionnaire mentionné
dans la demande.
Procédure de candidature : envoyez a scientific@francesep.org :
a. Une lettre de demande de subvention indiquant le montant demandé et la visibilité
proposée a France Sclérose en plaques.
b. Le programme de ’évenement.
c. Laliste des membres du comité d’organisation.

Organizing a Conference > Documents to be sent to scientific@francesep.org

As part of its mission to share information on advances in research on Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and
related diseases, France Multiple Sclerosis Foundation attaches great importance to the
dissemination of scientific knowledge within the research community.

In order to strengthen its information and outreach activities targeting researchers and clinicians,
the Foundation may provide financial support for scientific events. The theme of these events must
be related to research on MS or a related disease (basic or clinical research, social sciences and
humanities research, etc.), in any relevant scientific field: immunology, neurobiology, virology,
genetics, imaging, epidemiology, and more.

Eligibility Criteria

1.
2.
3.

S

The event must take place in France.

The application may be submitted by one or more of the event organizers.

At least one of the applicants requesting support must conduct research in a public
French laboratory. The amount requested from the France Multiple Sclerosis Foundation
cannot exceed €5,000.

The theme of the event must be related to research on MS or a related disease.

The event must have a clearly identified organizing committee.

The funding request must be submitted at least 2 months before the date of the event.
The organizers agree to acknowledge the support of the France Multiple Sclerosis
Foundation on all communication materials produced for the event. Sponsorship may
include:

11
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10.

11.

12

C.

a. The inclusion of Foundation documents in participants’ conference materials.
b. The provision of a booth for the Foundation.

The applicant(s) commit to sending the Foundation, no later than two months after the
event, all documents produced during the event, along with a lay summary for publication
on the Foundation’s website.
Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

a. Compliance with the eligibility criteria listed above;
Objectives of the event;
Relevance of the event’s theme to MS research;
Scientific quality of the program: originality of topics, qualifications of speakers;
National and/or international scope of the event;
Expected visibility for the France Multiple Sclerosis Foundation.
The number of supported applications will depend on the budget envelope decided by the
Foundation’s Board of Directors.
The financial support granted can only be transferred to the managing institution specified
in the application.

S0 00 o

. Application procedure: Please send to scientific@francesep.org:

a. A letter of funding request specifying the amount requested and the proposed
visibility for the Foundation.

b. The event program.

c. The list of members of the organizing committee.

EVALUATION

Scientific excellence is the main criterion on which grants and fellowships are awarded.
Selection of the projects is based on the project originality, feasibility, the relevance to
multiple sclerosis and associated disorders, the pertinence and the relevance of the
methodology, the quality of the management (ability of the applicant to manage the project
and a team), and benefit for people with MS or related disease.

Compliance with the eligibility criteria for the various calls for projects will be a
determining factor and particular vigilance will be exercised.

For PhD student, a particular attention will be paid to the ability to complete the project.
For Career transition candidates, particular attention will be paid to previous work,
publications, integration into the team, the scientific environment and recruitment
opportunities.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

All the projects, except “Organisation de manifestation », must be submitted online.

1.

The applications can be loaded from the page ‘Espace chercheurs” on France Sclérose En
Plaques Foundation website: https://www.france-sclerose-en-plaques.org/fr/espace-
chercheurs/

The application form on the website must be completed by the principal investigator, or the
PhD/career transition student, or the coordinator of the clinical research, grant research,
Emergence.
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3. The online submission (https://www.france-sclerose-en-plaques.org/fr/espace-
chercheurs/) must be made not later than MARCH 31, 2026. (except calls with no
deadline)

4. No proposals will be considered after this date. Any non-compliant or incomplete

(unsigned version, missing or non-conforming parts, etc.) will not be considered further.
5. The application should be signed by the PI. For collaborators, please use the document
“Signature of collaborators” and attach it with the project file or send it by email to

scientific@francesep.org.

NOTE : un rapport d'activité sera a envoyer a scientific@francesep.org a Uissue de chaque année

(pour les projets de 2 ou 3 ans) et a la fin du financement. Les modalités (organisation, plan, date
limite d’envoi) seront précisées dans le « document d'engagement du candidat » que vous aurez a
signer sivous obtenez le financement.

NOTE : an activity report must be sent to scientific@francesep.org at the end of each year (for 2- or
3-year projects) and at the end of the funding period. The details (organization, plan, submission
deadline) will be specified in the "Applicant Commitment Document" that you will be required to

sign if you are awarded funding.

NOTE: before completing the information on the website,
please read with attention

“Guidelines on how to complete the online applications”.
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